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During the last quarter of the 19th cenury v .-

of cornpanies that turned their hands to manufaduring lever action rifles, Marnes liks Evans, Whitney and spencer have
lomyg since faded into obsamity, Only two manafacturers found lasting success in the lever gun market: Marlin md
Winchester, Of the two, Windhester was by far the dominant force inthe marketpl ace, Arnong Cld West afidonados, two
Windhester models realy stand out: the Model 1872 and its John bosss Browning- dssigned muccessor, the Model 1292,

The 1873 Winchester is often called the gun that won the west, Even though that designation has fusled its
share of punroorn dsbates over the last hundred vears, at least the *73 weas there, But you'd never koo it if wou

got all of vour hi ory from Hollywood movies, Accor ding to most of the moviss mads during the 20th cen-
tury, the only lever gun on the westarn frontier was the *92 Wincdhester, 3o it’s safe to say that, while the
73 Winchester won the "real ™ west, the model *92 won the "reel” west,

Accor ding to Hollywood, 1852 Winchesters wers wsed as sarly a5 1845 by Comnancheros
on the Texas frontier md by Texas lawmnen in the 1880¢, Right through the 19605 it was
14t to see any lever adion rifls besides a *92 in an Atnerican-rnade weestern movie,
tegardless of the supposed date of the adion. The one notable exception was Ray
blanm®s 1950 dasse, Whachesfer 73, starring lirnroe Steweart, As the title sug-
geits, 4 '72 Windhestar played an important part in the story In that
movie they used an achual *73, md we should all be gratefil that
they didn't justuse o *92 and callita 73, That’s exa dlywhat
they didinthat samne flmfor all the other lever adtions
uwsed, In seweral scenes, characters referred to
their Henry or Spencer rifles, but sadh tirne
they were holding o *82 Windhe ster, If
worTe any sort of firesrms taff,
that kind of anachronism
tnakes vou wincs, md
¢4T1 TN an oth-

ervise fine

film.

To those of us whowere
raised on Holkrvood weslerns,
he Model 1892 {bollo m) was he
iconic rifle of he wesl. Bul Holhnwrood's
"Feel' rifle wasn’l even invenled when he
Model 1553 (bop ) wras kaming he “Real” wesl.
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